NBA and NHL Arenas Score with GBAC STAR Facility Accreditation
NORTHBROOK, Ill.—April 22, 2021—Professional sports venues continue to demonstrate their dedication to
fans and players with GBAC STAR™ Facility Accreditation from the Global Biorisk Advisory Council™, (GBAC), a
Division of ISSA. This week, the latest arenas to earn accreditation include FedExForum in Memphis, Tenn.,
home to the NBA’s Memphis Grizzlies; and Le Centre Bell (L’Aréna des Canadiens Inc.) in Montreal, home to
the NHL’s Montreal Canadiens. GBAC STAR also accredited Utah State Fairpark in Salt Lake City; Providence
Performing Arts Center in Providence, R.I.; and Houston Community College-Administration Building in
Houston. The global reach of GBAC STAR continues to expand with accredited hotels in Europe, the Middle
East, and Asia-Pacific, providing the public with confidence that the indoor spaces are safe and healthy.
“By helping facilities prepare for, respond to, and recover from biorisks, GBAC STAR is raising the standard for
cleaning and disinfection,” said GBAC Executive Director Patricia Olinger. “Because it is a performance-based
accreditation program, the public can trust the science behind the GBAC STAR seal that facilities display.”
In addition to continuing to gain ground with large stadiums and arenas, GBAC STAR is a sought-after
program for convention centers and hotels that are eager to welcome visitors and guests as travel begins to
pick up again. Designed for facilities of all types, the accreditation program requires participants to fulfill 20
key elements related to facility leadership, risk mitigation, standard operating procedures, and more.
This week’s newly accredited facilities include:
Arenas
•
•

FedExForum in Memphis, Tenn., home to the NBA’s Memphis Grizzlies
Le Centre Bell (L Arena des Canadiens Inc.) in Montreal, home to the NHL’s Montreal Canadiens

Commercial Office
• Stage Right, Inc. in Mettawa, Ill.
Convention Center
• HIR Expos y Convenciones in Mexico City
Cultural Venue
• Utah State Fairpark in Salt Lake City
Hotels
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grand Hyatt Al Khobar in Al Khobar, Saudi Arabia
Grande Albergo Excelsior Vittoria Spa in Sorrento, Italy
Hotel Excelsior Dubrovnik in Dubrovnik, Croatia
Hyatt Place Fayetteville/Springdale in Fayetteville, Ark.
Hyatt Regency Brisbane in Brisbane, Australia
Lefay Resort & SPA Dolomiti in Pinzolo, Italy
Lefay Resort & SPA Lago di Garda in Gargnano, Italy

•
•
•

The Datai Hotels in Kedah, Malaysia
The Merrion in Dublin
Villa Orsula Dubrovnik in Dubrovnik, Croatia

Theaters and Performing Arts Centers
• Benedum Center in Pittsburgh
• Providence Performing Arts Center in Providence, R.I.
University
• Houston Community College-Administration Building in Houston.
“The cleanliness of a facility impacts the guest experience, just like service and price do,” said ISSA Executive
Director John Barrett. “Proper cleaning must also incorporate disinfection and infection prevention
techniques. With accreditation, people can be confident that facilities know how to uphold cleanliness to
support health and safety.”
Learn more and apply for GBAC STAR™ facility accreditation at gbac.org/star.
Find accredited facilities and those pursuing accreditation via the GBAC STAR Facility Directory at
gbac.org/directory.
About GBAC, a Division of ISSA
Composed of international leaders in the field of microbial-pathogenic threat analysis, mitigation, response,
and recovery, the Global Biorisk Advisory Council (GBAC), a Division of ISSA, provides training, guidance,
accreditation, certification, crisis management assistance, and leadership to government, commercial and
private entities looking to mitigate, quickly address, and/or recover from biological threats and real-time
crises. The organization’s services include biorisk management program assessment and training, Forensic
Restoration® response and remediation, the GBAC STAR facility accreditation program, training and
certification of individuals, and consulting for building owners and facility managers. For more information,
visit www.gbac.org.
About ISSA
With more than 9,300 members – including distributors, manufacturers, manufacturer representatives,
wholesalers, building service contractors, in-house service providers, residential cleaners, and associated
service members – ISSA is the world’s leading trade association for the cleaning industry. The association is
committed to changing the way the world views cleaning by providing its members with the business tools
they need to promote cleaning as an investment in human health, the environment, and an improved bottom
line. Headquartered in Northbrook, Ill., USA, the association has regional offices in Mainz, Germany; Whitby,
Canada; Parramatta, Australia; Seoul, South Korea; and Shanghai, China. For more information about ISSA,
visit www.issa.com or call (800) 225-4772 (North America) or (847) 982-0800. For information on ISSA’s
Canadian division, ISSA Canada, visit http://www.issa-canada.com or call (866) 864-8273 or (905) 665-8001.
About MediaEdge Communications
For more than 25 years, MediaEdge has been at the forefront of communication solutions for organizations
within a variety of business sectors. MediaEdge is a leading provider of non-dues revenues for associations

offering exceptional no-cost member benefits through a number of innovative products and services. Find
out more by visiting www.mediaedge.ca.
MediaEdge is a proud reseller of the GBAC STAR and GBAC fundamentals online course. Please see the
program details and links below.
1. Commercial facility owners looking for GBAC STAR accreditation can follow the link here.
2. ISSA has also released a new GBAC fundamentals online course specifically designed for cleaning
workers on the frontlines of the coronavirus fight. Please click here to register and receive a discount
off normal prices.
For additional program details and information, please email chuckn@mediaedge.ca or contact him at (416)
803-4653.

